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KBKAREVIEW

Diary Dates
27 - 29 October
National Honey Show
Sandown Park Race Course
Saturday 12 November
KBKA AGM
The Angel 2:30pm
Plus Rob Chisholm will talk about
colony management
26 November
SBKA AGM
8 December
Christmas Supper
Saturday 16 December
Surbiton Farmers’ Market
Saturday 23 December
Thames Ditton Farmers’ Market
Starts 10 January
Intermediates Winter course starts
Esher College 7:00pm

KingstonBeekeepers@kingston_bees
www.kingstonbeekeepers.org.uk

Apiary Managers’ Report
Autumn is always a good time of year to reflect on the beekeeping
season, it occupies the mind as we endlessly clean the kit. I think
this must be the last box, the last queen excluder, and then more
appears to be scraped and blow torched. I often wonder what
commercial beekeepers do, what are the short cuts? The other week
at the apiary it took eight of us an hour to clean kit after preparing
the hives for winter.
The training courses have run and there has been a hard core of
enthusiastic beginners who have stuck with it and are looking forward
to having their own bees. The intermediates have been superb, as
well as undertaking tasks such as shook swarm and swarm control.
Both groups each had a hive which produced three supers of honey
and is being sold as ‘single hive honey’.
The queen rearing was not very successful this year and talking to
other commercial beekeepers they too struggled to produce mated
queens. The weather, as usual, was capricious and the traditional
seasons seem to have lost their original character. The winter was
mild, the bees were flying, and there was never a time when colonies
were broodless. Then came the rain – the bees were unable to fly,
hives expanded slowly, they were barely ready for the lime tree flow.
Queens took weeks to mate and start laying.
The flow ceased as suddenly as it had started. Again, I overestimated
the amount of honey thinking it would carry on for at least another
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week but no, nothing more was added after the first week in July.
Our bees at home have continued to find forage and each have a
super of honey for the winter but at Hampton Court apiary we are
having to feed intensively and hope that the weather is mild for at
least another couple of weeks for the bees to process the sugar
syrup. The differences are, of course, the reason we can all
endlessly ‘chat bees’ and discuss the differing management
techniques.
The arrival of the Asian hornet in England is disappointing but not
entirely unexpected. It arrived in south west France, where our
daughter and her family live, some years ago and the French have
a great deal of practical knowledge in dealing with it. From the
size of the nest found it has probably been here for some months
and we are only now discovering it because the leaves are falling
from the trees and it is becoming visible. We all need to be vigilant
and on the look out for them.
The nests are high up in the trees and difficult to reach, so the
latest idea is to send drones up with poison to exterminate them.
Another idea is similar to firing a paintball at the nest but with
pheromones on that causes confusion and the males attack the
females. The crucial thing is to get the timing right and destroy the
nests in the spring, before the leaves hide them and again in the
autumn before the new queens leave to hibernate for the winter.
The French use beer and blackcurrants to trap hornets and wasps
in their gardens as they can destroy a barbeque very quickly. They
have also discovered that chickens will eat them and stand outside
hives and pick them off. Unfortunately for us we have so many
urban foxes that if we try to emulate that one, the chickens would
not last very long.
The one theory that does bring hope is that if there is a very small
gene pool, inbreeding will result, and the hornets will not be prolific.
That depends on identifying the source, and preventing any more
from entering the country. There is an opinion in France that the
Asian hornet is now in decline and DNA tests are indicating a small
gene pool. The UK is in the fortunate position of being prepared,
rather than taken unawares, of this invader and that there are
efficient extermination procedures, although these do not seem to
have been made public as yet.
Hope you have all had a good season,
Avis and David Marshall
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WINTER COURSES 2017
Esher College:
Tuesdays, 10th and 24th January,
7th February, 7th and 14th March
It has been decided that we will study the one remaining module
that we have never covered at Kingston, which is Module 5. It is
the one on disease and bee biology. It is very interesting and vital
to know the diseases which afflict the honeybee and a basic
understanding of bee anatomy is required to understand the
effects on the bee. The full syllabus is on the BBKA website and as
usual there is no obligation to actually take the module, just an
opportunity to extend your knowledge of beekeeping.
There are 5 evenings, dates above, at Esher College from 7pm to
9pm. The cost is £10 for all five, as a contribution towards the hire
charges of the classroom.

One Day Course
Can I keep Bees: 5 June
We continue to provide our one day ‘Taster’ courses for potential
beekeepers to experience ‘a light touch’ insight to the
complexities, joys and frustrations of keeping bees. The
programme includes an introduction to our club and our bees,
health & safety, demo of hive parts, hygiene, flaming of boxes,
disease, varroa, swarm control, making frames, lighting a 'smoker',
and of course opening and handling a hive to identify workers,
drones and the all-important Queen. The order of events is always
weather dependent and temperament of the bees.

Basic Exam 2017
For beginners who have kept bees for a year:
There will also be a short course for those wishing to take the
Basic Assessment in June 2017. Usually there are 3 sessions at
Esher College, if numbers warrant the hire of the classroom, to be
arranged at a convenient date. If you do not have this, please think
about it, it is almost a necessity now if you wish to place your
hives on someone else’s land and is reassuring for neighbours etc
that a level of competency has been achieved in beekeeping.
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Surrey Show
May Bank Holiday.
Superb weather for the SBKA to
showcase one of the widest
selections of artisan honey for sale
under canvas. The various divisions
of SBKA come together to prepare
for the Show around February time. Each division is tasked with
a number of roles that ultimately make the bee and honey tent a
great success. This year I was fortunate enough to assist the
Show Judge go through over 135 categories and select a winner
in each group and 2nd/3rd placements. From honey to
inventions, cakes to mead he tried absolutely everything and had
a breadth of in-depth knowledge about bees and bee products.
As a Judge with many years experience he provided me with
insight on baking a good honey cake - make sure the ingredients
are well mixed and the cake is baked all the way through (far too
many were uncooked in the middle)! Make sure your honey
biscuits snap when broken and a clear honey should be clear,
clear, clear. If you are thinking of entering your honey, wax,
photographs or bee related inventions into a show for judging this is a great one to aim for.
As always the Live Bee Demonstrations are a fantastic crowd
draw - with both children and adults leaving the marquee
mesmerised having seen the bees in ‘close-up’.
Julie Hogarth
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KBKA EVENTS
Claygate Flower Show & Cobham Heritage Day
KBKA annually supports these two local events, which are so
popular with the visitors.
Claygate Flower Show, was once again held on a very sunny
Saturday 16th July, with over 5,000 visitors attending the show.
The show is very popular with our beekeepers, as a number of
members live in Claygate and it is a great opportunity for them to
sell their honey. Visitors return year after year to find us and buy
their annual stock of local honey. We had three very local honey
products on sale - all sold out!
We had the largest stand ever at the show this year, with three
gazebos to protect us, the live bees in the Observation hive and
honey and wax from the sun. Candle rolling techniques were
shared with youngsters and adults - this proved to be very
popular and added to the funds raised for KBKA.
After accounting for gift aid, we generated £197 for KBKA funds.
Also during the summer, we attended Cobham Heritage Day on
10th September, in the garden of Church House, which is one of
the gardens open to the public on Heritage Day. We are so lucky
to be invited to this beautiful house and garden, which is owned
by one of our Associate, long serving members of KBKA.
This year unfortunately turned out to be a very wet day, which
was such a shame for the whole of the Cobham Heritage Day
event. Numbers were down as a result, but we had a good
steady flow of people visiting the garden. With the wet weather,
we were like a magnet under our gazebo for shelter, which
helped us talk about the bees in the observation hive and
beekeeping in general.
Attendance at Cobham resulted in a substantial donation of £300
after gift aid.
Derek Jones
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All Party Parliamentary Group for Bees
Portcullis House
The Westminster APPG for Bees was reformed
last year and has a programme of events to
provide MPs and others at Westminster with the
opportunity to learn more about bees, beekeeping
and the challenges faced. On Wednesday 14
Angela Leadsom
September along with several colleagues
representing Surrey Beekeepers, KBKA attended one of the first
events held at Portcullis House.
This was a first for us and a unique chance to find out how much
MPs know about bees! Of the 12 MPs we had a direct
conversation with, mostly representing constituencies outside
London, they were well informed and interested to know more,
even one or two beekeepers amongst them! The event provided
an opportunity to talk about both the Regent Street honeybee
programme established in 2009 and going strong and the wider
work of Surrey Beekeepers Association including our own
Kingston Beekeepers division with members Alison and Robin
Derrick and their exclusive Bee Inspired beauty and body range.
Andrea Leadsom - Secretary of State for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs visited the event and delivered a speech to support
and improve awareness of the importance of bees and
pollination to the UK economy estimated at between £400m£700m per annum.

Regent Street Summer Festival 17 July
We have supported this festival since its inaugural year some 4
years ago. The traffic free Sundays in Regent Street have gone
from strength to strength. This year the pop up gardens and
bees attracted over 300,000 visitors to the street. We talked
endlessly to both international and local visitors on the
importance of bees, the threats bees face and what individuals
can do to support bees in our environment. A film was made of
the event featuring our very own Derek Jones that will shortly be
loaded onto YouTube - we will be showing the film at the AGM
on 12 November.
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Apiary Summer Tea Party 6 August
The tea party is now an annual fixture and provides us with a
great opportunity to thank our new beginners for their hard work
looking after the apiary colonies and our members for supporting
and mentoring them through these early practical beekeeping
sessions. Just as importantly we extend the invite to our
neighbours, the other allotment holders who have an opportunity
to taste various honey samples and buy their favourites. This
year we had approximately 30 people drop in for tea from
vintage china cups and try some of the best cake ever - baked
by members or their family. KBKA have taken another plot as an
additional buffer zone to protect both our bees and our
neighbours - see our intrepid weed busters on the front page.
Honey Extraction 2016 - Single Hive Honey 20 August
The volunteer team had extra pressure this year to produce 2
lines of single hive honey! This has been an amazing success
with a considerable difference between the single hive honey
(think of single malt whisky) and blended honey. The clarity of the
single hive honey was superior, and even before the new stickers
could be added to the 8oz and 12oz label to declare the status 58lb of honey sold out. Total extracted was 150lbs
Summer BBQ 17 September
The wine and beers were fitting refreshments to the excellent
BBQ prepared and cooked by Barry and Diane Wood. Although
the weather was not the best, the gazebo sides were added to
create a pretty decent windbreak so that the BBQ continued well
after 6pm! The salads and puddings provided by members
were, as always great accompaniments to the BBQ.
Apiary Tidy Up
The gardeners amongst us
turned up on 8 October to
give the apiary a trim and
clear out before the winter
sets in. The hard work was
rewarded with hot dogs, beer,
wines and blueberry muffins!
A pleasant end to the
afternoon as the gardeners
stood back to admire their
work.

